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MERCHANT, GOULD, SMITH, EDELL, WELTER & SCHMIDT 

United States Patent Application 

COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a below named inventor I hereby declare that: my residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated 
below next to my name; that 

I verily believe I am the original, first and sole inventor(if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor 
(if plural inventors are named below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on 
the invention entitled: 

STORAGE MEDIUM AND MANUFACTURE THEREOF 



The specification of which 
a. ( ] is attached hereto 



b. (X] was file on , 



December 30. 1997 



as application serial no. 
and was amended on 



09/001.139 



_jCif applicable) 



(in the case of a PCT-filed application) 
described and claimed in international no. 



filed. 



_(if any), which I have reviewed and for which I solicit 



and as amended on „ 

a United States Patent. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified specification, including the 
claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the examination of this application in accordance 
witii Tide 37. Code of Federal Regulations. Sl.S6(a). (Reprinted on back side). 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Titic 35, United Sutes Code. §119 of any foreign application(s) for 
patent of inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or mven- 
tor's certificate having a filing date before that of the application on the basis of which priority is claimed: 

a. [ ] no such applications have been filed. 

b. (XJ such applications have been filed as follows: 



FOREIGN APPLICATION(S). IF ANY. CLAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 35 USC 119 



COUNTRY 



APPLICATION NUMBER 



DATE OF FILING 
(day> month, year) 



DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 



JAPAN 



9-081452 



31/03/1997 



ALL FOREIGN APPLICATIONS. IF ANY. FILED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLICATION(S) 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35. United Slates Code. S 120 of any United Slates applicauoMs) listed below 
and. insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application Is not disclosed in the prior United States- 
plication in the manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United Sutes Code. S 112. I acknowledge the duty 
to disclose material information as dcfmed in TiUc 37. Code of Federal Regulations. S 1.56(a) which occurred bet- 
ween the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT International filing date of Uiis application. 
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U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF RLING 
(day, month, year) 


STATUS(patented,pending,abandoned) 















I hereby appoint the following altomcy(s) and/or ageni(s) to prosecute this application and to transact all business in 
the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith: 

John D. Gould, Reg. No. 18,223; Phillip H. Smith, Reg. No. 20.476; Robert T. Edell. Reg. No, 20.187; Paul A. 
Welter, Reg, No. 20,890; Cecil C, Schmidt, Reg No. 20.566; John S. Sumners. Reg. No. 24.216; Alan G. Carlson. 
Reg. No. 25,959; Michael L. Schwegman. Reg. No. 25.816; Earl D. Reiland. Reg. No. 25.767; Charles E. Golla, 
Reg No 26,896; Douglas J. Williams. Reg. No. 27,054; Douglas A. Slrawbridge. Reg. No. 28,376; Albert L. 
Underbill, Reg. No, 27,403; Norman P. Friedcrichs. Reg. No. 24.919; Michael B. Lasky. Reg. No. 29.555; Curtis 

B. Harare, Reg. No. 29.165; Michael D. Schumami. Reg. No. 30,422; Michael L. Mau, Reg. No. 30.087; John 
W. Bunch. Reg. No. 28.696; Mark J. DiPictro, Reg. No. 28.707; John A. Clifford. Reg No. 30.247; Janet R. 
Westrom. Reg. No. 30.703; Steven W. Lundbcrg. Reg, No. 30.568; Warren D. Woessner. Reg. No. 30,440; Alan 
W. Kowalchyk, Reg. No. 31.535; Michael S. Sherrill. Reg. No. 32.302; Daniel W. McDonald, Reg. No. 32.044; 
Timothy R. Conrad. Reg. No. 30.164; Janice L. Umbel. Reg. No. 31.201; R. Carl Moy, Reg. No. 30.725; Robert 

C. Freed. Reg. No. 32.569; Daniel J. Kluth. Reg. No. 32.146; Wendy M. McDonald, Reg. No. 32,427; Linda M. 
Byrne, Reg. No. 32.404; Mark D. Schuman. Reg. No. 31.197; Randall A. Hillson. Reg. No. 31.838; John P. Sumner, 
Reg. No. 29.114; Brian H. Batzli. Reg. No. 32.960; David K. Tellekson. Reg, No. 32.314; and John L. Knoble. 
Reg. No. 32.387. 

I hereby authorize the U.S. attomey(s) and/or agent(s) named herein to accept and follow instructions from 



to any 



to be taken in the Patent and Trademark office regarding this applicaUon without direct communicaUon between 
the U.S. attorney or agent and the undersigned. In the event of a change in the persons from whom instructions 
may be taken, the U.S. attomey(s) or agent(s) named herein will be so notified by the undersigned. 

Please direct all correspondence in this case to Merchant, Gould. Smith, Edell, Welter & Schmidt, P. A. at the 
address indicated below (or if no address is specified, the first address): 



33 I 1 1000 Norwest Center, St. Paul. MN 55101 
Telephone No. (612) 298-1055 



11 [ 3 1600 Midwest Plaza, Minneapolis. MN 55402.. 
Telephone No. (612) 332-5300 

2] [X] 3100 Norwest Center, Minneapolis, MN 55402 
Telephone No. (612) 332-5300 

1 hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge 
that willful false statements and the like so made arc punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 
1001 of Tide 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statement may jeopardize the vaUdity of 
the application or any patent issued thereon. 
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SHIGETOMI 
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Kanagawa-ken 



FmSTGlVtN NAMk 

Takashi 



S T A T E OR i^OmW COUH ikV 
Japan 



13-14, Mihanay cona , 
Tsuzuki-ku, Yokohama - 
shi 



FAMILY UmU 



KOMAKI 



Tokyo 
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c/o Advanced 
Electronics Kabushiki 
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Taito-ku 
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TOOT" 



Kanagawa-ken 
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Tsunematsu 



S'l'A'l'y OU KiRElON COUN'l'R V 
Japan 



Tokyo 
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COUNTRY OF OTIZENSHIP 
Japan 



STA T E & ZIP CORI^COUNTRY 
Japan 



SKCONbOiVKNNAMK 



COUN Tl ^V OFCn ' iaJNSHlP 

Japan 



S T A T E & ZIP CODEyCOUN ' mY 
Japan 
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% 1.56 Duty to disclose information material to patentability. 

fa^ X oatent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, and the most effective 

candor and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes « .'i^ty '^^^.^'^^^^^^^ to each pending claim until the 

be material to patentability as defmed in this section. The f to the patentability of a 

claim is canceled or withdrawn from consideration, or the ^ ^^^^^^^^ material to the p^entability of any 

claim that is canceled or ^nXT^^^^ "^t^t noC -t^^t ^ - ^ —'^^ ^ P^^^'''"^ 

claim remaining under consideration m the application. 1 here ° ^ natentability is deemed to be satisfied if all information 

any existing claim. The duty to disclose all '^^^^^^^^ to the Office in the manner 

'"°^b"d'r™^^ 

::rptl/dofS^^^^^^^ 

applicants to carefully examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

O (2^ the closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecuUon of a patent application 

belig any pending claim plS defines, to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

;i (b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information already of record or 
beir^lnade of record in the application, and 

ril (,) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a clain: 



Ill 



(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 
S (i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

" (i;) Asserting an argument of patentability, 

A prima facie of »pa«n,,bm,y » «»bnshe. *. i^n^^^^ 

sr^S!iit:'fS:^rs:s[/rv»»sr^^^^^ 

patentability. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of thte section are: 

(1) Each inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

m Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application and who i 
associated with thfLntoHrlaTslgnee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing information to the 
attorney, agent, or inventor. 
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